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                 With the very first conviction in March 2012 by the International Criminal Court (the ICC Lubanga case 1 ) focusing on the war crime of child soldier recruitment and use, as well as the viral Kony 2012 campaign, the issue of child soldiers has been highlighted. Mark Drumbl’s comprehensive work, which urges the international community to ‘reimagine’ child soldiers, is thus both timely and refreshing. Unlike much of the existing literature on the child soldier issue, Drumbl challenges the conventional approach taken in international law and policy, drawing on evidence from numerous disciplines to illustrate that the approach is simplistic and fails to reflect the individual experiences of children involved in armed conflict. He puts forward a model of ‘circumscribed action’ as a new way in which to approach child soldiers. According to this model, the circumscribed actor has ‘the ability to act, the ability not to act, and the ability to do other than what he or she actually has done’ but the range of these abilities is ‘delimited, bounded and confined’ (17 and 98). Child soldiers would thus be placed on a ‘contextual continuum’, which would reflect the complexities and diversity of their experiences and be capable of recognising that some are subject to overwhelming coercion and control, whilst others exercise considerable volition in joining armed groups or committing atrocities (82). Throughout the work, Drumbl takes us back to this model, suggesting that it would reinvigorate debate about essentials, provide a springboard for meaningful reform, and open up the range of responses. 
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